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Course Syllabus

EDUC 203: Education in American Society 
Dr. Marini Hamilton Smith

Spring 2016 
Section 0453
TTh 12:45pm-2:10pm


Email: smithmh@lasc.edu 
Office Hours:  
Mon 2:00-4:45pm T/Th 4:00-5:00pm
SSEC 216L

323-242-5551 

Also available by appointment

Course Description:

Welcome to the Spring semester at Los Angeles Southwest College!
This course is designed to provide future teachers with the fundamental knowledge essential for understanding the American educational enterprise, especially issues in urban multicultural schools. Concepts and methods from the fields of sociology, philosophy, and the politics of education are used to analyze the current conditions of American schools and to evaluate selected proposals/models for reform. In addition, this course will enhance students’ knowledge of urban schooling, especially as related to dynamics of race, class, and culture. Students will engage in analysis of historical, social- economic, and political factors influencing urban education; the distribution of opportunity in cities and their schools; and effective instructional and organizational practices that narrow the achievement gap.
Class will be heavily based upon readings, discussion and media viewings. Also note, this course is media enhanced, which means that students will be required to have regular access to e-mail to obtain course information such as articles, course content, media clips, etc.
Course Goal:

The primary goal of this course is to give students interested in pursuing a career in education the foundation with which to do so effectively. The problems confronting urban schools are bound to the social, economic, and political conditions of the urban environments in which schools reside. Many education reform efforts focus on changing instruction and organizational structures within schools. However, educators often fail to address factors in the larger social context that effect schooling. Thus, this course will explore social, economic, and political issues, with an emphasis on race and class as they have affected the distribution of equal educational opportunities in urban schools. Students will be encouraged to employ critical-thinking skills and engage in academic discourse around current issues in education and to explore various pedagogical modalities.
Course Objectives:  After completing this course students will be able to:

· Use knowledge of educational philosophy, sociology, and politics of education to understand the role of urban education in a multicultural society

· Evaluate and analyze effective teaching methods for multicultural populations in urban settings
· Evaluate contemporary educational issues including culturally relevant pedagogy, student motivation, equal access, and the Common Core State Standards
· Analyze and reflect on how schools as institutions have both reflected and reproduced inequalities of opportunity along race and class lines represented in their surrounding communities
· Demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of both theoretical and practical educational approaches through discussion, assignments, and assessments
Student Learning Outcomes:  

Upon completing this course students will- 

(1) apply an understanding of effective teaching methods for multicultural populations in urban settings
(2) analyze socioeconomic contexts that affect urban schooling and urban communities, principally in relation to issues of race, class, and distribution of opportunity
(3) depict their own experiences in urban school settings in light of knowledge gained in this course
(4) examine and evaluate the American educational system and learn how to reflect on school inequality as a result of larger social complex challenges.
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Course Requirements:
Required Textbooks: 
Urban Teaching in America, by Stairs, Donnell, and Dunn.

ISBN-13: 978-1412980609 ISBN-10: 1412980607 

City Schools and the American Dream, 1st Edition, 2011, by Pedro Noguera
Savage Inequalities by Jonathan Kozol

Recommended Textbook:

Kaleidoscope: Classic and Contemporary Readings in Education (2012) by Ryan and Cooper

-E-mail, internet access, and printer access
-Additional readings including articles and other texts, as assigned by instructor.
-Materials: Scantrons and blue/green books for exams
Grading
Your grade will be based on your performance on the four assignments, midterm exam, quizzes, presentation and class participation. Periodically, you will be given verbal and/or written quizzes to ensure that you are comprehending the reading. Verbal and written quizzes will also help you move toward gaining a working knowledge of the topics and content. The exams will aim to test your mastery of the information presented in the course, as well as your ability to interpret and analyze that information.  Written work will be graded on the substance of what you write (e.g., accuracy of information, inference and reasoning, etc.) and on the skill with which you write (e.g., organization, syntax, spelling, etc.).  You are expected to produce writing assignments that meet college-level standards. Some assignments will be scored holistically, and for some assignments, the scoring guidelines and criteria are outlined in a rubric that you must read very carefully. All course grades are based strictly on number of points earned out of possible points in the course.  You can easily calculate your grade at any time during the course by adding the number of points earned and dividing it by number of points possible.

Grading:

A=90-100 (>585 points)
B= 80-89 (>520 points)
C=70-70 (>455 points)
D= 60-69 (>390 points)
F= 59 and below (<390 points)

Participation and Classroom Conduct
Periodically, you will be given in-class assignments and collaborative projects.  These assignments will be collected and graded, and will count toward your classwork/participation grade.  In addition, your success in the course will be due, in large part, to the in-class discussions based on readings, videos, and guest speakers. Consequently, it is very important that you attend each class session for its duration and actively participate at all times. 
Each student is allowed a maximum of three absences throughout the course of the semester. More than three absences will result in your removal from the class. Please e-mail me before the class session begins to inform me when you will be absent. In addition, tardies (this includes arriving to class after roll has been taken or leaving before class is adjourned) will count as ½ of an absence. Therefore, more than six tardies will result in your removal from the class.
Electronic devices are useful tools but often distract from learning. Please refrain from cell phone use during class. Cell phone use during class will count as ½ of an absence.
Our Class Assignment Schedule:
	Week of
	Topic
	Texts to be Read by Tue of that Week *
	Assignment

	Feb 9/Feb 11
	Syllabus- Course Introduction

-What kind of schooling experience do you bring to this course?

-What defines “urban”?

-Mindset Philosophy


	N/A
	Read your assigned mindset article. Annotate and be prepared to present main points and share reflection
-Readings for next class

	Feb 16/Feb 18
	-Historical Overview

-Closing the Achievement Gap


	Urban Teaching Chapter 1

Article: Jobless Ghettos
Article: Reducing the Effects of Stereotype Threat on African American College Students…

Kaleidoscope: Confronting the Achievement Gap (pg. 188-193)


	-Readings for next class

-Make arrangements for classroom observation

Due 2/18: Article Review #1


	Feb 23/Feb 25
	-Tracking 

-Reproducing Inequality

-Stereotype Threat
	Urban Teaching Chapter 2
City Schools Chapter 1

Article: Keeping Track, Part 1: The Policy and Practice of Curriculum Inequality

Article: Social Class and the Hidden Curriculum of Work

	-Readings for next class


	March 1/March 3
	Film: Boys of Baraka

Discussion Questions

-Segregation

-Poverty

-The Culture of Violence
	Urban Teaching Chapter 7
School to Prison Pipeline articles
City Schools Chapter 2

Kaleidoscope: Whose Problem is Poverty (pg. 354-359)


	DUE 3/3: Assignment #1:

Two-page narrative reflection
-Readings for next class


	March 8/March 9
	Video Clips: “A Class Divided” (The Brown/Blue-Eyed Experiment)
	Discussion and Activities

City Schools Chapters 3


	DUE 3/9: Article Review #2
-Readings for next class
-Contact teachers to arrange for classroom observations



	March 15/March 17
	The Culture of Home

The Culture of School
	Urban Teaching Chapter 8
City Schools Chapter 4
Kaleidoscope: Why Some Parents Don’t Come to School (pg. 124-130)


	Due 3/17: Article Review #3
-Readings for next class
-Prepare for Midterm Exam

	March 22/March 24

	Midterm Exam: March 24th 

Overcoming Race and Class Barriers in Teaching

Culturally Relevant Pedagogy

	Urban Teaching Chapter 3
City Schools Chapter 5

“Culturally Relevant Teaching” by Gloria Ladson-Billings
	Due 3/22: Article Review #4
-Readings for next class

	March 29/March 31

NO SCHOOL- Cesar Chavez 3/31
	The Promise of Multiculturalism
	Urban Teaching Chapter 4

City Schools Chapters 6 & 7

Kaleidoscope: The Latino Education Crisis (pg. 377-384)


	Due 3/29: Article Review #5
-Readings for next class

	April 5/April 7
	NO SCHOOL- Spring Break!


	
	Observe in LAUSD?

	April 12/April 14

	Savage Inequalities: Children in America’s Schools
	Savage Inequalities Chapters 1/2
	DUE 4/14- Assignment #2: Classroom Observation
-Readings for next class

	April 19/April 21

	Savage Inequalities: Children in America’s Schools
	Savage Inequalities Chapters 3/4
	-Readings for next class

	April 26/April 28

	Savage Inequalities: Children in America’s Schools
	Savage Inequalities Chapter 5
	-Readings for next class

	May 3/May 5

	Savage Inequalities: Children in America’s Schools
	Savage Inequalities Chapter 6
	-Readings for next class
-Prepare for Presentation of Reading

	May 10/May 12

	Presentations of Reading
	
	Due 5/12: Assignment #3- Presentation of Reading

	May 17/May 19

	Presentations of Reading
	
	-Work on Obama Letter

	May 24/May 26

	Preparation for Final Assignment: Letter to Obama

Work Session: Obama Letter Revisions


	
	Due May 26th: Bring Obama Letter 1st Draft for Peer Review

	May 31/June 2
	Final Due on June 2nd (12:30-2:30pm): Obama Letter (1st draft, final draft, 2 peer feedback forms due)
	
	Bring Final Draft of Obama Letter


*Additional readings, such as articles and text excerpts are TBD and will be assigned throughout the semester.
Course Assignments
*All assignments are due within the first ten minutes of the class session and will not be accepted after this time (late). Assignments are final after due date and cannot be resubmitted. You may submit assignments for feedback before the due date.
Assignment #1- Personal Analytical Narrative (SLOs # 1-4)
You will write a two-page typed, double-spaced personal reflection in which you analyze your own educational upbringing. Using concepts learned in this course relating to socioeconomic context of education, you will examine how issues of race and class affected your own K-12 experience, whether it was urban suburban, or rural. You will use at least 3 references to class readings as points of comparison and contrast in analyzing educational opportunity in your own communities and personal experience. Due March 3rd.
Midterm Exam (SLOs # 1-4)
You will write responses to short answer and essay questions for an in-class midterm exam. Midterm exam questions will be based on assigned readings, class discussion, and media. Administered on March 24th. 
Assignment #2- Classroom Observation (SLOs #1, 2)
You will spend at least five hours observing in urban K-12 classrooms. You will specifically be looking at classroom management, student/teacher interactions, student/student interactions, student engagement, and teacher implementation of culturally relevant and/or multicultural education. You will present your findings in 2-3 typed pages, as well as a one-page reflection. More detailed information will be provided closer to the due date. I will provide some suggestions for schools for you to observe, however, it is your responsibility to make arrangements with the school and/or teacher.  Due April 14th . 
Assignment #3- Presentation of Reading (SLOs #1, 2, 3)
You will make a 15-minute presentation analyzing a reading of your choice (reading can be one assigned in the course or an outside reading on a related topic) and lead class discussion and/or activity on it. Presenters should provide insights into the main themes and supporting information in the reading under study and encourage thoughtful discussion or interaction on the piece. Students should submit some artifact (Power Point, hand-outs, description of activity) to show preparation for the presentation. Due May 12th. 

Assignment #4- Letter to Obama (Final Exam) (SLOs #1-4)
You will write a letter to President Obama about the challenges in urban schools and offer some of your own suggestions to improve the education system. Make at least four recommendations. Use everything that you have learned in this class thus far, and your own prior knowledge to write the letter. Make sure you address at least three of the following topics: motivation, school structures, standardized testing, segregation, poverty, racism, the school-to-prison pipeline and multicultural education. Please type your letters. Letters should be single-spaced and at least three pages. The first two pages should talk about the challenges in schools and the last page should talk about your suggestions to make schools better. You will submit a draft and two peer feedback forms along with the final draft. Due  June 2nd. 

Classwork Assignments:

Article Reviews- You are responsible for all assigned readings. For many of the assigned readings in class you will complete and submit an Article Review Form to show your understanding of the material discussed. Article Reviews are worth 20 points each.
Other classwork assignments may be given throughout the semester.
Extra Credit Opportunities:

There will be an opportunity to earn 10 extra credit points for turning in an assistance sheet from the Student Success Center (Library) or the English Writing Center (SSEC 116) with any writing assignment.
Because Stuff Happens…

You will have one “stuff happens” late pass that allows you to complete one of the homework assignments within one week after the deadline. After you have used this late pass, however, NO additional late homework will be accepted.

Some Important Dates To Remember:

Deadline to drop with full refund or no fee liability .............February 21, 2016
Deadline to drop without a “W” .............................................. February 21, 2016
Deadline to add a class (NO EXCEPTIONS) ......................... February 22, 2016
Deadline to petition for course “ Credit/ No Credit” ............... March 11, 2016

Deadline to drop class and receive a “W” .....................................May 8, 2016
Final Examinations .................................................................May 31- June 6, 2016
Spring Semester ends ................................................................... June 6, 2016

It is your responsibility to make sure that you have dropped the class properly and filled out and submitted the correct papers to admissions.

TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN THIS CLASS

1.  There is a good deal of reading in this course. Read the assigned chapters/readings each week.  Outline and summarize the information. Be prepared to participate in class discussion and activities based on the readings each week. For less expensive alternatives for the textbooks, try amazon.com, textbooks.com, half.com, other discount textbook websites, or using the reserve copy in the library (if available).
2.  Use a dictionary to look up any unfamiliar words.  You may want to put dictionary.com on your phone or personal wireless device.

3. Form a study group with some of your peers.  Practice teaching each other what you have learned.

4. Be sure that study time is in your daily schedule.  For every hour spent in a college course, you should be spending 2 hours studying/reviewing outside of class!
5. Pay attention to due dates and complete work at least a week before it is due.  Give yourself enough time to proofread and rewrite your work. If you don’t have time to do it right the first time, when will you have time to do it over?
6. Turn in all assignments and turn them in on time. Missing assignments is a sure way to lose points which will adversely affect your grade.
7. See the instructor to discuss any concerns or for additional information.  My office hours are Mon 2:00-5:00pm  T/Th 4:00-5:00pm; in the SSEC 216L on the second floor in the BSS office. I will also be available by appointment. 
8. Become acquainted with the resources at the library. If needed, seek guidance for effective research methods.                                            

Disabled Student Services:

“Any student who feels she/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSP&S) in room SSB 117 to discuss your specific needs.

Academic Honesty/Plagiarism Statement: All students are expected to adhere to Los Angeles Southwest College standards of academic honesty. This includes plagiarism, the unlawful copying and failure to give credit to (cite) sources that you may use in the research and writing performance of your class work. Cheating and other forms of misconduct are covered under this statement. Failure to do so may result in failed assignment and/or a failed grade in this class.

WHAT’S NEW IN EDUCATION AT SOUTHWEST?

Do you have a passion for changing lives and giving back to your community? Are you interested in pursuing a career in Education?  Los Angeles Southwest College is currently the ONLY community college in the District that will be offering a comprehensive program in Education! Stay tuned for the opportunity to earn an AA in Education! Spread the word about our Education course offerings!!
·     EDUC 01: Introduction to Teaching, is CSU transferrable and is a great way to lay a foundation in the Education field
·     EDUC 203: Education in American Society (which focuses on issues in urban education) will be offered 

each semester.

·    A brand new course, EDUC 205: Diversity in Education: Teaching for Diverse Populations, is now
     offered in Spring 2016 (EDUC 01 is a prerequisite)
·   More courses to come in the SPRING!
·   Please check the LASC Schedule of Classes and/or contact Dr. Marini Smith (smithmh@lasc.edu) for more 
    info
 
·   Please see attached flyer to learn more about the Urban Teacher Fellowship (UTF) Program which is
    currently recruiting.
……………………………………………………………………


Assignment Point Values


Assignment #1: 100


Assignment #2: 100


Assignment #3: 100


Assignment #4: 150


Midterm: 100


Participation/Class work: 100


Total Points: 650





Please Note: Absolutely no makeup work, assignments, or exams are possible in this course (with the exception of one-time, optional use of “Stuff Happens” pass).  Please note that the instructor reserves the sole right to make changes to the scheduled reading and writing assignments as and when such changes become necessary.��course.�











More than three absences will result in your removal from the class. However, it is your responsibility to drop the course if you decide to do so.  Any student who is still enrolled in the course after the final drop date will receive a grade!





�This coupon entitles ____________________ to turn in one late homework assignment or in-class assignment during the Spring 2016 semester.





Redeemed for _________________ on    ______________.


		     assignment                            date





Fine print: You must hand in this coupon. Assignments must be turned in no later than one week after the due date. This coupon may not be used for exams.








