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CD 44- Early Intervention Observation Assignment
Assignment #____- Early Intervention Observation

You will conduct three hours of observation in an early intervention setting, which can include a preschool setting, therapy center, early intervention program, child care center, etc. Make sure that your observation site includes a special education program and/or serves students with special needs (diagnosed, un-diagnosed, at-risk, etc.)—that is the primary goal of this assignment. Your three hours of observation can be done in one location or several; in one day or multiple days. However, it is recommended that you observe a variety of settings and/or days, if possible. Make sure that your observation is passive, and you are not interacting with the children. You will observe these early intervention settings and compile your notes, checklist, analysis, three photos depicting the classroom environment, and reflection. You will also submit your observation log which must be signed by a teacher/director at your site to verify your observation. Depending on where you are observing, you may need to obtain TB clearance, which can be done for free in the WLAC Health Center. 
This assignment is worth 100 points. 

Due: ______________________________
Site(s) Observed:

Dates:

Contact(s):
Part 1: Checklist
Complete the following checklist for one of the sites that you observed. You will earn 10 points for completing the checklist.
Classroom Observation Guide
Physical Environment

In this classroom, you observe:

(    
(   
(
Appropriate amount of visual and auditory stimulation

(
(   
(
Individualized seating accommodations, as needed

(
(   
(
Visually separated areas

(
(   
(
Work: teacher directed; independent; centers 

(
(   
(
Group instruction 
(
(   
(
Leisure/break 

(
(   
(
Transition/schedule
   Physical Environment (continued)
(
(
(
Identifiable space for personal belongings

(
(
(
An organized and orderly environment: Examples 
(
(   
(
Placement of furniture and materials

(
(   
(
Containers, carts, shelving, cabinets
(
(
(
Schedules

(
(   
(
Color-coding

(
(   
(
Labeling
(
(   
(
Adaptive equipment, as appropriate

(
(   
(
Student work displayed

(
(   
(
Evidence of the use of technology to meet student needs
Learning Environment

In this classroom, there is evidence of:
(
(   
(
Curriculum, adapted or modified as needed

(
(   
(
Differentiated instruction to meet individual student’s strengths




and needs



(
(   
(
Adaptations to meet individual student’s strengths and needs

(
(   
(
Use of visual strategies to augment instruction

(
(   
(
Pictures/picture symbols

(
(   
(
Checklists

(
(   
(
Pictorial/written directions

(
(   
(
Task sequences

(
(   
(
Assignments poster

Learning Environment (continued)

In this classroom, there is evidence of:
(
(   
(
Opportunities for all students to participate and communicate

(
(   
( 
Communication systems in use for individual students across 




settings
(
(   
(
Group & individual learning opportunities

(
(   
(
Transitional routines

(
(   
(
Positive behavior programming

(
(   
(
Group and individual reinforcement plans

(
(   
(
Opportunities for making choices

(
(   
(
Modeling of desired behaviors
(
(   
(
Instructional language matched to student levels

(
(   
(
Text/Literacy Materials
(
(   
(
Manipulatives

(
(   
(
Computer and software 

(
(   
(
Minimal distractions/interruptions

(
(   
(
Assignment books/organizers/communication logs
(
(   
(
Age appropriate materials and activities 

(
(   
(
Meaningful, relevant, functional activities



Teacher

In this classroom, the teacher:
(
(   
(
Provides a supportive classroom environment
(
(   
(
Maintains high expectations for student achievement

(
(   
(
Effectively manages the classroom by

(
(   
(

Establishing and teaching procedures and routines

(
(   
(

Effectively using prompting and cuing techniques 





to maximize student success

(
(   
(

Promoting student independence

(
(   
(

Ensuring a safe learning environment

(
(   
(
Presents information in a systematic and clear format

(
(   
(
Models/demonstrates concepts and procedures

(
(   
(
Uses techniques to promote student success
(
(   
(
Observes, records, and assesses student progress related to IEP 



goals

(
(   
(
Provides appropriate follow-up activities

(
(   
(
Provides a variety of ways for students to demonstrate knowledge

(
(   
(
Maintains momentum through 

(
(   
(

Preparation

(
(   
(

Organization

(
(   
(

Delivery

(
(   
(
Collaborates with service providers and team members

(
(   
(
Implements an effective work plan for instructional team members
(
(   
(
Provides opportunities for peer interaction
Students


In this classroom, the student:
(
(   
(
Demonstrates the ability to follow classroom routines

(
(   
(
Is actively involved in a variety of learning activities

(
(   
(
Demonstrates an understanding of the instructional activity

(
(   
(
Works independently for an appropriate period of time

(
(   
(
Cooperates in a group for an appropriate period of time

(
(   
(
Uses equipment/materials appropriately

(
(   
(
Interacts with peers in both structured and unstructured 




activities

Part 2: Summary, Analysis, and Reflection
After your three hours of observation, you will select one site and write up and submit a report of your experience.  The report should be a summary of the ten (10) topics* and should meet the following requirements:

*Answering each question fully, accurately, and thoughtfully will earn you up to 8 points per question, for a total of 80 points (+10: points checklist, +5 points: signed log, + 5 points: three photos= 100 points)
· Typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman font, margins not more than 1 inch in width.
· Answer each topic in order.  Number each topic (1-10) and make sure to answer all parts in full sentences and use paragraphs where appropriate. 

· Refer to the evaluation criteria posted with the assignment when preparing your observation report. 

· Include a cover sheet for the first page of your report.  
· Approximately three to four pages in length (not counting cover sheet).

· Use examples from your observation in your descriptions.  Try to relate information learned in class to your summary.   Be reflective and use specific course-related terminology.  Remember to protect confidentiality of information and do not use students’ or teachers’ full names in your report. 
Select one of the classrooms you observed and answer the following questions:
School Information:
1.  Briefly describe the school and students.
     -Is the school urban, suburban, rural?   Special education,  inclusion?  Public,    

      private, parochial, charter?  What is the school’s mission statement?

     -Describe the cultural diversity of the students.  Are there any ELL students attending 

      the school?  If so, how does the school address linguistic diversity?

     -Describe how the school addresses the needs of special education students. 

2.  Briefly describe the classroom environment.

     -How are the desks arranged?  Where is the teacher's desk?  What do the bulletin 

      boards look like?  What materials are available for student use?  Does the physical 

      arrangement of the room take into account visibility, accessibility, and distractibility?

3.  Briefly describe the pedagogy (methods of teaching) used by the teacher.

      -Give one example of pedagogical content knowledge demonstrated by the teacher.

4.  Briefly describe the level of development of the students.

-Describe one instructional strategy that the teacher used that was cognitively 

  appropriate and explain why it was appropriate.

-Describe one instructional strategy used by the teacher that was appropriate for their 

 level of psychosocial development and explain why it was appropriate.
5.  Describe the learning strategies the teacher uses in the lessons.
     -Describe two types of scaffolding the teacher used to help the students master a task 

      within their zone of proximal development.

6. Describe the questioning techniques the teacher uses. 

    -What types of questions does the teacher ask (e.g., recall/recognize, compare/contrast, 

      evaluate)?  Give an example.
     -How much wait time does the teacher give for the students to respond?  

     -How does the teacher select students to answer questions?  Do all the students 

      participate?      

     -How does the teacher respond to incorrect answers?

7.  Describe how the teacher motivates his/her students.

     -Describe one technique the teacher uses to keep the students interested and involved 

      in the lessons.

8. Describe the classroom management techniques used by the teacher. 

    -Give one example of positive reinforcement used by the teacher.

    -Give one strategy that the teacher used to increase student participation.

    -Give one strategy the teacher used to maximize instructional time. 
Support for Exceptional Students:
*Note: Please be as detailed as possible in this section. Remember, one of the goals of this assignment is to observe modifications, accommodations, and adaptations in an early intervention classroom setting. So, this section is really vital to demonstrate your understanding of these concepts, and the extent to which the school is able to address the needs of exceptional students!

9. Describe how the teacher differentiated instruction to accommodate the exceptional students in the classroom.

    -What kinds of special needs do students included in this classroom have (learning 

     disability, speech disorder, ADHD, physical disability, visual or hearing impairment, 

     etc.)? Due to confidentially (i.e. HIPAA privacy rule), you may not be able to verify  
     this for specific students (try making your best guess) but you may be able to find out   

     from the teacher what exceptionalities exist in the class, overall.
    -Describe two teaching techniques that the teacher uses to help these exceptional

      students (accommodations, modifications, adaptations, etc.) and why they were 

      effective.

Based on your overall observation experience:

10. What were your overall impressions of your observations? Describe one 
      technique/method that you observed that you would consider using in your future 

      classroom and why you think it would be helpful.  

Photo Gallery (worth 5 points)
11. You also need to include at least three photos from your observation (remember to avoid photographing children’s faces for privacy) that depict the classroom environment and accommodation/modifications/adaptations for exceptional students. 
*REMINDER: One of the main goals of this assignment is to observe children with exceptionalities in a classroom environment to see differentiated instruction (accommodation/adaptations/modifications) for children with special needs. If there are currently no children with special needs present in the classroom/site in which you are observing, please choose a different classroom/site!
CD 44- Early Intervention Observation Log

	Date
	Location
	Duration
	Staff Signature

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


My signature verifies that the student above conducted at least three hours of observation in an early intervention setting and/or setting which includes children with special needs.

__________________________________________      ________________________________________

                           Printed Name


                                       Title

X________________________________________
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